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house was on the high bank immediately above Raj
Ghat, and who had been requested by my brethren of
the London Missionary Society to be on the look-out
for me. This good man gave me a kindly welcome, and
took me with him to his house, built very much in the
native fashion, with flat roof, with small, low rooms enter-
ing from one into another, and a verandah extending
along its front, from which a commanding view was
obtained of the river and craft below, the country on the
other side of the river, and a part of the front of the city.
Immediately behind the house was the chapel, in which
daily worship was conducted.
The first thing I saw on getting to Mr. Smith's house
was the chapel crowded with very poor-looking people,
of whom a number were blind and lame, I was told
these were beggars, who came every Lord's-day to receive
a dole, either pice or dry grain, from the missionary and
his wife, and who listened very patiently to an address
before the dole was given. This service was kept up for
many years, and there was no falling off in the attendance.
Those who have read the life of Henry Martyn, and
others of the early missionary period in India, know that
they ministered to this class. Here were persons whose
destitution appealed directly to the Christian heart, and
who were content to be present when the gospel message
was delivered, while little access to others could be
obtained. How far these poor people heard it wbuld
be difficult to say. I am afraid few heard with any
desire to understand and consider what was said, but
there is every reason to believe some did obtain lasting
spiritual good. We have heard of instances of genuine
conversion, though it must be admitted these were rare ;
and it must be also acknowledged there were instances